Uruguay’s Airmail Rates Box
Jorge Gaj

In the early stages of commercial airlines transporting
Uruguayan correspondence, all airmail to foreign destinations was dispatched
from Uruguay’s Central Post Office in Montevideo.
As early as November 1927, postal clerks receiving mail to be
sent as airmail to foreign destinations made a rate notation on the front
of the cover, usually with a colored pencil, corresponding to the surface
rate and the airmail surcharge frankings required. There were usually
two lines of text. The top line was the letters ST, standing for Sobretasa
Aerea, (airmail surcharge) and on the other was the letter F, which stands
for Franqueo, meaning surface rate.
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Figure 1

Figure 1 is a cover sent from Montevideo to Buenos Aires,

Argentina, posted November 25, 1927. It is one of the earliest covers

found with a handwritten notation denoting the fees for sending international
airmail. Inscribed S.T.16 = 16 centésimos (cts.) airmail surcharge

and R 10 = registration, which included the 5 cts. for the Postal Union of
Americas and Spain (UPAE) letter rate, and 5 cts. for the registration fee.
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Figure 2

The postcard in Figure 2 was sent from Montevideo to Grenoble,

France, posted February 29, 1928, by Compagnie Générale Aéropostales
(CGA). Inscribed in blue pencil by the postal clerk at the Central Post
Office, it reads ST 30 / F 8 = 30 cts. airmail surcharge plus 8 cts Universal

Postal Union (UPU) letter rate.

Figures 1 and 2 are examples of the early manuscript markings

found on letters and cards showing the franking required to dispatch
such international airmail correspondence. These early markings were
temporary as the post office was in the process of creating a handstamp
to record airmail postage rates and fees. Three different types of box
handstamps can be found on Uruguay airmail outbound between 1928

and 1935.
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* The above graphics are not to scale but use fonts similar to those in the originals.
The Type 1 box was the largest airmail postage fee box, measuring
approximately 28 mm x 30 mm with sharp square corners. Most of

the examples found are bluish-green and a few are pinkish-red.

Type 1 Characteristics: Correo Aereo with the first letter of each word
capitalized. PESO, A/R and *S/T, always in all capital letters.
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The postal clerk wrote in the corresponding boxes:
Top box Peso = weight in grams
Middle box A/R = Aviso de Retorno/Recomendadas
fee for registration or registration with return receipt
Bottom box S/T = Sobretasa (airmail surcharge).
The registration fee is always equal to the surface rate of a 20 gram letter
and the return receipt fee always equals the registration fee.
Figure 3 shows a Type 1 box on a July 11, 1928, cover flown from
Montevideo, Uruguay, to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, by CGA. As indicated in
the box, this cover weighed 16 grams and the airmail surcharge was 2
cts. per gram, 16 x 2 = 32 cts. It is interesting that in the A/R box the
postal clerk wrote s/a for sin/aviso (without return receipt) instead of 5
cts., the registration fee.
Figure 4 shows a Type 1 box on a cover flown from Montevideo
to Madrid, Spain, by CGA. As indicated in the airmail rates box, this
cover weighed 12 grams. The A/Ris 15 cts.: 5 cts. Postal Union of Americas
and Spain (UPAE) letter rate + 5 cts. registration + 5 cts. return
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Figure 4

receipt. The airmail surcharge was 30 cts. per 4 grams, 30 x 3 =90 cts.
This cover is overfranked 10 cts.

The Type 2 box is mostly found on correspondence dispatched

Figure 5
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Figure 7

to foreign destinations in the second half of 1929. The differences

between Type 1 and Type 2 boxes are minimal but important to mention.
The box is smaller in size, approximately 24 mm x 24 mm. CORREO

AEREQO is in capital letters and *S/T is replaced by PORTE (postage).

Figure 5 is a cover posted August 9, 1929, flown from Montevideo

to Paris, France by CGA. The weight was 12 grams as indicated in

the Type 2 airmail rates box. The A/R is blank since this was not a registered
letter. PORTE, the airmail surcharge, was 30 cts. per 4 grams letter,
30x3=90cts.

The Type 1 and Type 2 boxes were rubber handstamps, hence



the blurry impressions from frequent use as shown in Figure 5. The Type

2 box was apparently a temporary handstamp as it was used for only a
short time, until the Type 3 box appeared in November 1929.

The Type 3 box appears to have been applied by a metal device

rather than a rubber handstamp used in earlier days. Impressions with

this device can be found in correspondence posted from November 1929
until the middle of 1935 when use of the airmail rates box was discontinued.
The characteristics of the Type 3 box are similar to its two predecessors,
with only small

AEREO, PESO, A/R, and PORTE are all

capitals and fill their entire differences. It measures 23 mm wide x 20 mm high,
with rounded corners. CORREO spaces.

The Figure 6 cover was posted June 29, 1934, from Montevideo

to Berlin, Germany. Carried from Montevideo to Recife, Brazil, by Condor,
it was transferred to LZ-127 Graf Zeppelin for its Third 1934 South
America Return Flight. It weighed 10 grams as indicated in the airmail
rates box (Type 3). Rate: 12 cts. A/R Union Postal Union (UPU) international
letter rate + 12 cts. registration = 24 cts. + Porte (airmail surcharge)

2 x 75 cts per 5 grams Zeppelin airmail = $1.50, total $1.74.

The cover in Figure 7 was posted November 26, 1932, from Montevideo
to Genova, Italy via CGA to Paris. Type 3 airmail rates box: A/R

12 cts UPU international letter (15 grams) + 12 cts. registration + 12 cts
return receipt + Porte (airmail surcharge) 3 x 50 cts per 5 grams = $1.50.
Total 1.86 pesos.

Conclusion

Around the end of July 1935 the Uruguayan Post Office discontinued

the use of the airmail rates box. Postal clerks renewed their practice

of noting the required franking on the face of the cover with a colored
pencil.
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